AT WA

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF NORTH BRUNSWICK COUNCIL
SUPPORTING ACTIONS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABILITY AND
SMART GROWTH IN THE U.S. ROUTE 1 CORRIDOR

WHEREAS, the Township of North Brunswick is located in the northern portion of the Route 1
corridor stretching from Trenton to New Brunswick; and

WHEREAS, the Township of North Brunswick is a voting member of the Central Jersey
Transportation Forum, an advisory group which has been meeting since 1999 to identify and address the
mobility concerns of municipalities located within central Jersey in the area surrounding the Route 1
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Central Jersey Transportation Forum meets several times annually to disseminate
and discuss issues related to land use and transportation in the corridor, and, when appropriate,
advocates for solutions to identified problems; and

WHEREAS, the goal of the Central Jersey Transportation Forum is to achieve more integrated
regional land use and transportation planning that will result in a better quality of community life for
residents of all municipalities in the region; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, as a result of ongoing discussions by the Central Jersey Transportation
Forum, the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated the Route 1 Regional Growth Strategy
(RT1RGS) project to address mobility needs in the Route 1 corridor and to develop an economic and
transportation vision for the region that is sustainable and consistent with Smart Growth outcomes; and

WHEREAS, 15 affected municipalities, three counties, private sector stakeholders and state
agencies worked for six years to come up with a more sustainable economic and transportation strategy
and vision for the region, concluding the study in 2010 by issuing the Route 1 Regional Growth Strategy
Final Report which includes a series of recommended strategies to integrate land use and transportation
decisions in a way that improves the future livability of our area; and

WHEREAS, the project revealed that past and current land use, economic development and
transportation investment policies and fragmented decision-making in the corridor have led to a variety
of conditions, including;

¢ limited travel options, unacceptable levels of congestion and decreased mobility;
e decreasing marketability of commercial properties;

e lack of housing choice and high housing costs;

e increased vehicle miles traveled and associated greenhouse gas emissions;

e continued loss of open space and the degradation of natural resources; and

WHEREAS, the stakeholders participating in the planning process have agreed that well planned
and better coordinated land use, economic development and transportation investment decisions can
provide for more sustainable outcomes, including the following:

e more walk-able, bike-able and transit-friendly communities that provide greater travel choice and
reduced demand for automobile travel;

e redevelopment of abandoned and underutilized properties;
e adiversity of housing options located near jobs; and -

e an enhanced environment and natural resources; and




